The Honorable Nancy Pelosi
Speaker of the House

U.S. House of Representatives
Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Speaker Pelosi,

As representatives of diverse Gulf Coast communities and their national supporters, we
thank you for your support of rebuilding the Gulf Coast. During the campaign season, as
hurricanes Ike and Gustav struck, Americans were reawakened to the unmet needs Gulf
Coast communities still face in the aftermath of hurricanes Katrina and Rita more than
three years later. In visits to the Gulf Coast, you have articulated a desire to partner with
hurricane survivors as they rebuild their communities and revitalize the region’s economy.

Whether by inaction or injustice, we still have failed to protect the rights and wellbeing of
Gulf Coast survivors, immigrants and their families, especially the children, the elderly,
the poor, the sick, and the vulnerable. The collapse of local institutions, homelessness,
internal displacement, poverty, abusive labor practices and environmental degradation
mean communities continue to suffer and struggle unduly.

This crisis demands a powerful response. Despite the millions of hours volunteered by
selfless Americans and the heroic efforts of residents, Gulf Coast communities still lack a
robust and responsive federal partner in their recovery. As Speaker of the United States
House of Representative we hope that you will ensure that $6.7 billion for Gulf Coast
Civic Works projects is included in your upcoming economic recovery plan.

The Gulf Coast Civic Works Program fits well within your plan to create 3 million jobs.
The program would directly partner with communities to create 100,000 “green” jobs and
training opportunities to tackle local recovery challenges and revitalize the region’s
economy. Working with local officials and community organizations it would; rebuild and
repair vital public infrastructure including schools, police and fire stations, hospitals, parks,
roads, flood protection, and restore eroding natural flood protection like marshes and
wetlands. This comprehensive approach will train a new generation of skilled workers,
encourage green building techniques, promote local businesses and help communities build
resilience to future disasters, securing vital national security interests along America’s Gulf
Coast.

This policy has bipartisan support from 27 Members of Congress including
Representatives Rodney Alexander, Sheila Jackson-Lee, Charlie Melancon, Gene Taylor,
and Bennie Thompson, over 100 supporting organizations, dozens of national faith leaders,
as well as the Louisiana Republican Party, the New Orleans City Council, and the
Lafourche and Terrebonne, LA Parish Councils. The Gulf Coast Civic Works Program
includes oversight and community participation in federal investment and serves as an
innovative model for tackling our national need for infrastructure and green jobs.

It is our sincere hope and prayer that you will support Gulf Coast Civic Works Program by
including $6.7 billion for this program in your economic recovery legislation.
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Attachments:
e  Overview: Gulf Coast Civic Works Program

For More Information about the Gulf Coast Civic Works Campaign contact:
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Gulf Coast Civic Works Program:
"Green" Jobs to Rebuild America's Gulf Coast Communities

The Gulf Coast Civic Works Program would fund "green" resident-led recovery projects, allowing
local organizations to respond to the unmet needs of communities devastated by the hurricanes of
2005 and 2008. This project would enable the Office of Gulf Coast Recovery and Rebuilding to
partner directly with local communities to plan, oversee and administer recovery projects,
providing communities with tools to revitalize the region economically while building resilience
against the impact of future disasters. A minimum of 100,000 jobs and training opportunities on
projects ranging from improving infrastructure to restoring the coastal environment would be
created for local and displaced workers, empowering Gulf Coast residents to create stronger, safer,
and more equitable communities.

The Gulf Coast Civic Works Program would:

Rebuild Vital Public Infrastructure and Restore the Environment by:

e Rebuilding and repairing schools, police and fire stations, hospitals, parks, roads, water and
sewer systems, housing, and cultural centers;

e Building equitable flood protection through restoring barrier islands, marshes and
wetlands;

¢ [Enhancing energy efficiency and conservation to better protect vulnerable populations
from the effects of climate change and;

e Serving as a model for engaging residents in disaster recovery and sustainable economic
development.

Create Good "Green" Jobs and Provide Job Training by:

e Creating 100,000 fair wage jobs and training opportunities for Gulf Coast residents;

o Encouraging contractors to provide opportunities for apprenticeship and on-the-job
training, preparing workers and businesses for the growing "green jobs" industry;

e Encouraging cutting edge green building techniques and technologies to minimize carbon
emissions and energy costs and;

e Creating a Civic Conservation Corps to train a new generation of workers to restore the
coastline.

Spur Equitable and Sustainable Community Development by:

e Engaging community leaders and local officials to determine projects based on community
needs, through innovative local advisory councils;

e Strengthening the workforce by providing good jobs with fair wages and strong worker
protections, much needed skills training and additional funding for community colleges
and training facilities and;

e Creating contracting opportunities for local businesses.

Require Accountability and Community Oversight by:

o  Working with the Office of Gulf Coast Recovery and Rebuilding to provide oversight and
transparency, give logistical and administrative assistance, and allocate funding to the local
communities through a resident-driven grant-making process.

¢ Involving communities in overseeing contractors to avoid waste and fraud.

For More Information about the Gulf Coast Civic Works Campaign contact:

Darren Fenwick, ACORN Jainey Bavishi, E&I Campaign Diane Yentel, OXFAM America Jeffrey Buchanan, RFK Center
(202) 547-2500 (225) 772-2714 (202) 496-1304 (202) 463-7575 x241
legrep5@acorn.org jainey@equityandinclusion.org  dyentel@oxfamamerica.org buchanan@rfkmemorial.org
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